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1. GOP HAS RESPONDED TO RECENT LONDON TIMES ARTICLE 
QUOTING BANGLADESH LAW MINISTER AS SAYING THAT BDG 
STILL INTENDS TO HOLD WAR CRIMES TRIALS AND THAT LIST 
OF 195 PAK POWS WILL SHORTLY BE SENT TO DELHI. 

LOCAL PRESS SEPTEMBER 9 CARRIED ASSOCIATED PRESS PAKISTAN 
REPORT THAT "OFFICIAL SOURCES" IN ISLAMABAD HAD DECLARED 
IT WAS "SELF-EVIDENT" FROM AUGUST 28 INDO-PAK AGREEMENT 
THAT TRIALS WOULDNOT BE HELD. SOURCES POINTED OUT 
THAT AGREEMENT SPECIFIED TRIPARTITE MEETING OF 
PAKISTAN, INDIA AND BANGLADESH AFTER COMPLETION POW 
REPATRIATION AND BENGALEE-BIHARI EXCHANGE TO SETTLE 
DISPOSITION OF THE 195. SINCE GOP COULD NEVER AGREE 
TO THEIR TRANSFER TO BANGLADESH, THERE WAS NO QUESTION 
ANY TRIALS EVER TAKING PLACE. 
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2. COMMENT: AUGUST 28 AGREEMENT MANAGED TO GET AROUND 
STICKY QUESTION OF WAR CRIMES TRIALS BY 
BEING DELIBERATELY AMBIGUOUS ON ULTIMATE FATE OF THE 195 
POWS BDG WISHES PUT ON TRIAL, LEAVING BOTH GOP AND BDG 
FREE TO HARBOR THEIR OWN INTERPRETATIONS. WE HOPE 
PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS FROM DACCA AND ISLAMABAD (WHICH 
INEVITABLY CALL FOR REJOINDER BY OTHER SIDE) 

WILL NOT UPSET DELICATE BALANCE ACHIEVED IN THIS ISSUE 
AND IMPOSE OBSTACLE TO IMPLEMENTATION AUGUST 28 
AGREEMENT. 

SOBER 
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